Is there a SV40 middle T antigen?
It is hypothesized that Simian Virus 40 (SV40) produces a middle T antigen with a mRNA almost the same size as the small t antigen mRNA and a protein similar in size to that of large T antigen. Both middle T mRNA and protein, therefore, would not be readily discernable. Disruption or removal of the small t antigen translation stop codon by post-transcriptional RNA processing could provide a mechanism to achieve the above. A key role for the small t intron in this process is suggested.